Perfect Provision

By Jenifer Heath

Stepping up on the mounting block to put a first time ride on our new rescue
horse, Journey, my phone rang in my pocket. Normally I would have just let it
ring, but I handed the reins to my husband and stepped down to answer the
call. After the normal pleasantries, the lady on the other line asked if she could
make an appointment to visit the ranch. We agreed on a date and time and
hung up the phone.

A few days later, the lady and her husband came by for a tour of the ranch.
They explained that they were the trustees for a ninety-nine-year-old woman’s
estate. On hospice in a nursing home, she wouldn’t be able to come to the
ranch herself, so she had requested that they visit instead and bring back
brochures, newsletters, and any information they could acquire in order to
help her decide how to allocate her estate. With no living relatives, she was
designating her inheritance to be divided between a couple different nonprofits that benefitted animals. She had already chosen a dog rescue but felt
strongly she’d like to donate to some type of horse rescue that worked with
kids. Unaware of any such organization in the area, they called a social worker
to see if she could refer them to one. Though this particular social worker had
moved out of state and hadn’t referred kids to Haven Acres since 2014, she
immediately suggested Haven Acres as the perfect option. During their visit
to the ranch, Jason and I answered their questions to the best of our ability.
Saying they’d be in touch, they turned to leave. That was November 2019, and
we didn’t receive an update until mid-January 2020.
Returning on a brisk January morning, the couple recounted a story that left us
speechless. They had left our ranch that day last fall and headed straight to the
nursing home to share everything they had learned with their ninety-nine-yearold friend. Their excitement was contagious, and after asking a number of
questions, with a clear and coherent mind, the woman settled the details of her
estate that very day. Her intent was to call the following day to speak with us
personally, but much to everyone’s surprise, she never awoke. She suffered
continued on back side

a major stroke in the night and was never able to speak again. She died three days later. As the couple stood
before us with tears in their eyes, they handed Jason and I a large six figure donation made out to Haven Acres
to use for whatever purpose we deemed best. Shocked beyond belief, we thanked them, tears streaming
down our faces.
Jehovah-Jireh, our all- sufficient Provider, had seen fit to stir up the heart of an elderly woman to give out
of her personal treasury to help us fulfill the great mission God had called us to do. Though she had never
been personally impacted by this ministry, she was willing to make an incredible investment in Haven Acres,
trusting that we would use it to benefit countless horses and families in the Twin Cities.

Haven Acres First Annual Dinner Gala
On February 29th, Haven Acres hosted our first annual dinner gala at
Celebration Church. It was a leap of faith that took months to orchestrate.
Celebrating our 7th anniversary, it was a flannel-themed dinner with three
main purposes; to increase awareness of the mission of Haven Acres in our
community, to celebrate the first 7 years of service to the community by
sharing stories of life transformation and God’s faithfulness with our partners,
and to provide an opportunity for others to join in our work either through
volunteering or contributing financially. With nearly 200 in attendance and
raising over $34,000 in a single evening, it was a huge success!
Who could have known that a mere fourteen days later a pandemic would
impact the world causing our entire state to be on lockdown? At a time that
has stressed so many individuals, small businesses, and charities, our
amazing Heavenly Father supernaturally has provided for Haven Acres,
exceeding our needs and allowing us not only to start a building project to
allow for expansion, but also to give out of our abundance to bless several
other ranches with similar missions, ultimately bringing Him glory! Though
this season is unparalleled and somewhat uncertain and our services will
likely have to be altered in keeping with COVID-19 guidelines, here at
Haven Acres we will continue to do our best to shine the light of Jesus
and share His love however we can. Thank you so much for your
prayers, support, and encouragement as we press on!
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